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FIG. 2 



Category 



Format 



Al ias 



Moving picture 


MPEG2 


H i gh qua I i ty mov i e 




MPEG4 


Standard movie 




MPEG1 






D V 






WMV 






RealVideo 






AVI 




Music 


MP3 






MP2 






WMA 






RealAudio 






Wave 






PCM 




Photo 


JPEG 






TIFF 






GIF 






BMP 





High 



t 
Low 



FIG. 3 



FOLEY & LARDNER 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR HANDLING DIGITAL CONTENT IN A NETWORK 
► Inventors: Mitsuaki MORITANI et al. - 088485-0245 

Attorney: David A. Blumenthal - 310-277-2223 
FOLEY & LARDNER - (310) 277-2223 
Sheet 3 of 6 



•Display conditions for identical content items 



Category 


High 
qual ity 
movi e 


Standard 
movie 


Music 
CD/DVD 


Music created 
using PC 


Conditions for 
judging content 
items identical 


Title 


Title, 
date 


Al 1 


Title, 
s ize 


Display method 


A 


B 


C 


D 


How many items of 
identical content 
are to be displayed 


Al 1 


5 


Al 1 


1 



FIG. 4 



1 


Drama X 


4CH 


2003/02/15 


Standard 


28 min. 


Home server 1 


2 


Drama Y 
episode 2 


8CH 


2003/02/18 


High 


54 min. 


Home server 1 


3 


Drama Y 
episode 2 


8CH 


2003/02/18 


Standard 


54 min. 


Home server 2 


4 


Drama Y 
episode 2 


8CH 


2003/02/18 


Standard 


54 min. 


LivingDeskTop 


5 


Report 
U.S.A. and 
I raq 


1CH 


2003/03/02 


Standard 


120 min. 


LivingDeskTop 


6 


Sports 


BS1 


2003/03/07 


High 


60 min. 


Home server 2 


7 


Var iety 
show 


6CH 


2003/03/15 


Standard 


28 min. 


Home server 1 
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( Start 


search J 
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Check display setting for 


use when identical content 


items exist 
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Acquire content list of 


each device 
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Overall sort processing 



S1 



S2 



S3 





Acquire identical content 
information 
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Sort According to sort 
instructions 
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FIG. 6 
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Sort according to sor 
instructions 
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Acquire number of items 
identical in content 


. > 
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Initial ize counter :m = 0 




' S12 


1 — > 

> 



— S10 





Sort within identical 
content format 



Acquire server information 
of content items 



Measure response time 
of ping 



m = m + 1 
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Sort according to 
response time 
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Fi Iter 



MPEG2 


Response time of ping within 5 msec 


Non-display 


MPEG4 


Response time of ping within 20 msec 


Cross-hatching 


MP3 


Response time of ping within 30 msec 


Non-d i sp 1 ay 


WMA 


Response time of ping within 30 msec 


Cross-hatching 



FIG. 8 
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Start search 
J 
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Check setting for filter 
processing 



± 
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Check munber of devices:Cnt 

i 



Initial ize counter :k=0 



— S21 
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Acquire content 


I ist 


~T— S24 




Measure response 


time 


— S25 



For each type, compare with set 
value and mark content items whose J — S26 
values exceed set value 

E 



k = k + 1 — S27 



FIG. 9 



Merge a 1 1 data 
( End ) 
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